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1 . IN A CONVERSATION WITH AN EMBASSY OEEICER JULY 24 MEA DEPUTY 
SECRETARY OE THE EAST ASIA DIVISION N.R. VARMA (MOST RECENT AS- 
SIGNMENT AT THE INDIAN EMBASSY, VIENTIANE) INDICATED THAT THE GOI 
HAD NOT YET REACHED A DEEINITIVE OPINION REGARDING THE CONTINU- 
ANCE OE THE INTERNATIONAL CONTROL COMMISSION EOR LAOS. IT WAS 
CLEAR FROM VARMA THAT THE INDIANS WEE WAITING FOR THE OTHER 
POWERS TO CLARIEY THEIR OWN THINKING ON THE QUESTION. ACCORDING 
TO VARMA, SOUVANA PHOUMA AND VONGVICHIT HAD MADE CLEAR TO THE IN- 
DIANS THAT THEY WISHED THE ICC TO CONTINUE IN EXISTENCE AT LEAST 
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THAN SOME ORIGINALLY ANTICIPATED. VARMA ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE ICC 
NOW HAD LITTLE TO DO, AND IN ANY EVENT WOULD HAVE TO TAILOR ITS 
EUTURE OPERATIONS TO THE NEW CONDITIONS. HE BELIEVED HIS GOVERN- 
MENT WOULD REPLACE AMBASSADOR CHAREKHAN WITH AN OEEICIAL OE EQUI- 
VALENT RANK, BUT HE SAID HE HAD NO IDEA WHO MIGHT BE APPOINTED 
(REF A). VARMA WAS LESS CERTAIN ABOUT A REPLACEMENT FOR BRIGA- 
DIER PATHANIA. THIS WOULD DEPEND ON DEVELOPMENTS IN THE NEXT 
MONTHS (REE B). 

2. IN PRESENTING THE GOI'S VIEWS VARMA SOUGHT TO DOWNPLAY 
THE IMPACT WHICH ANY INDIAN OPINION MIGHT HAVE ON A FINAL DECI- 
SION ON THE ICC, AND EMPHASIZED THAT THE TWO CO-CHAIRMEN, THE 
UK AND THE USR, SHOULD BETTER CONERONT AND DECIDE THIS QUESTION. 
VARMA WAS MOST INTERESTED HOWEVER IN THE USG POSITION AND EQUEST- 
ED SEVERAL TIMES THAT HE BE ADVISED OE ANY DEVELOPMENT IN THIS RE- 
GARD. HE WAS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN WHETHER THE USG WOULD 
CONTINUE ITS EINANCIAL SUPPORT. IP THE USG AND OTHERS STEPPED A- 
SIDE IN THIS REGARD, THEN OP COURSE THE ENTIRE OPERATION WOULD 
HAVE TO BE CLOSED DOWN. 

3. IN CONCLUSION VARMA EXPRESSED HIMSELP ' PERSONALLY ' IN PAVOR 
OP CONTINUING THE ICC AT LEAST THROUGH THIS YEAR.HE SAID IT WAS 
NOT WITHOUT IMPORTANCE THAT THE LAOTIAN LEADERS WANTED THE IN- 
STITUTION TO CONTINUE POR THE PRESENT. HE ALSO THOUGHT THAT T 
WOULD BE A PITY IP THE ICC STAPF WERE TO BE ABRUPTLY TERMINATED 
APTER SOME THIRTEEN YEARS OP WORK. 

4. COMMENT: IN VIEW OP VARMA'S PUZZY CONCLUDING REMARKS WE ARE 
LEFT WITH THE IMPRESSION THAT THE INDIANS WILL PAVOR THE CONTINU- 
ANCE OP ICC/LAOS BUT WON'T RISK TAKING THE LEAD ON THIS QUESTION. 
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